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ALL IRELAND REVIEW 105 
THROUGH IRELAND TO HADES. 

By Staxdisii O'Grady. 

(Continued). 

Raymund and his suite were now landed on the 

wondrous isle where was the gate of Hell. To-day 
the lough is dismal and dolorus in the extreme. 

Desolate wastes spread around it on every side. In 

the fourteenth century these shores were probably 
wooded, and the town of Termon hard by was doubt 
lees considerable and populous, for there was an im 

mense concourse of pilgrims to this place. Only a 

few came with Raymund's purpose. The majority 
came to confess sins, do penance, and otherwise purify 
their souls, it being supposed that purification effected 

here was more complete than elsewhere. There were 

other islands in the lake on which cells and churches 

abounded. On this island there was a monastery of 

regular canons, the Prior of which had full control 
over the celebrated cave. Him Raymund approached 
and informed of the object of his visit, at the same 

time producing the written authorization of the 

Primate of all Ireland, which he had received from 

him at Drogheda. The Prior too, in his turn, did his 
best to divert Raymund from his purpose. He de 

livered several impressive speeches to this end, and 

even quoted Virgil as to the ease of the descent, but 

the great difficulty of the return. 
*4 

Fateor equidem 
facilem esse purgatorii descensum ; sed revocare 

gradum hoc opus, hie labor," &c. But all was in 

vain. The Spaniard stoutly replied that he would 

endure all things, and risk his body and his soul, if 

only he could see his 
" 

dear lord." 
u 

In that case," 

answered the Prior, 
" 

I can do no more, but you must 

now submit to certain rites which have been directed 

by St. Patrick and hitherto enjoined by my prede 

cessors." According to the tradition of the monas 

tery, a tradition which Raymund relates, this avenue 

to Hades had been opened by St. Patrick himself 
that scoffing gentiles might descend there, and by 

ocular testimony be convinced. The Saint had affixed 

door-jambs to the mouth of the cave, set a door there 

with a lock, and given the key of the same to the first 

Prior, who had transmitted it to his successors. In 

the monastic church hard by, on certain days of the 

year, pilgrims who had made the descent and re 

turned in safety used to relate to the people the 

things they heard and saw in the world of the dead. 

Many adventurers died in that cave, overcome with 

terror. 

After this Raymund made his will, and gave direc 

tions to his sons, Ludovic and Raymund, who had ac 

companied him, and to the rest of his companions, 

what they should do in the event of his never return 

ing. The Prior and the local landlord then asked 

him where he would wish to be buried, to which he 

answered, that the 
" 

Earth was the common sepulchre 

of man," meaning presumedly that they might inter 

him where they pleased. 

Raymund was now directed by the Prior to sub 

mit to a certain course of religious discipline, prayers 

and penance, performed in the adjoining church, 

and which lasted for some days. On the day appointed 

for the descent the Prior convened the monks of the 

monastery, and all the clergymen of that neighbour 

hood round about to assist. The Mass for the dead 

was celebrated, with chanting and music, in the 

church. This and other unrecorded ceremonies hav 

ing been concluded, a solemn procession was formed 

outside the church, and began to move along with 

him towards the cave, chanting the Litany as they 

went. In a medieval English account of the descent 

of one of King Stephen's knights, the narrative re 

fers to this chanting of the Litany : 

And as loud as they coud crye 
For him they songe the Litanye. 

(To be continued). 
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TO THE DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS. 
Gextlkmkx?I think you have acted very ill. You 

know a great deal more about the mythology of Ire 
land than I do, or my friends do. I asked you to 

give me a 
helping hand in this matter, which you 

j could easily do with your knowledge of European 
languages, and of the roots and essential meanings 
of words. You have given me no help at all. You 
have left me and my friends to puzzle out things by 
mother wit and the help of O'Reilly's Dictionary. 

You had an 
opportunity of coming out before all 

the clever and thinking people of Ireland, and show 

ing them the results of your studies. 
You have not taken it ; and I think you made a 

mistake. You will write copiously for the 
u 

Revue 

Celtique," published in Paris, on the banks of the 
Seine. You will not write for the All Ireland Riview, 
printed and published in the middle of Ireland, here 
in Kilkenny, on the banks of the Nore. 

I hope you are ashamed of yourselves, as you ought 
to be.?Ed. 

LIBRARY OF THE NORE. 
I am 

publishing this week as the fourth volume of 
this series my own little yarn called 

" 
In the Gate* 

of the North." It tells, badly enough, the great story 
of how Cuculain mac Sualtam, while all his people? 

were drenched and drowned in the tides of the Great 

Enchantment, alone and forsaken, held the gates of 
Ulster against the Four Provinces. 

It has some little merit, I think, but such as it bas 
is not my own, but came to me from the great singers? 

and meditators who lived here long ago. 
The price is 3s. Od., plus 2d. for his Gracious 

Majesty King Edward A^IL, who has graciously un 
dertaken to be my carrier, and will convey the same 
to those who order the little book, and who send me 
ine necessary twopence for the King, who, I think, 

has as good a right to live and thrive as any of us. 

THANKS. 
Deai* Air. F.?Many thanks for the loan of your 

shooting box on the side of Black Stairs and Mount 
Leinster. I propose to reconsider the Land Ques 
tion there from that noble altitude, with Black Stairs 

behind me and Sieve-na-AIan in front, and the Galtees 
on the horizon, and the great plain of the Three 

Waters?including my own poor County?at my 
feet ;and if I there excogitate any new heresies inimi 
cal to your order you must only blame yourself. 
Some time since I proposed to go into a AVestem 

County to talk to people there about Mr. Russell and 
the Ulster movement, but was warned off by a kins 

man and old friend, too, who promised me a very " 
hot" reception if I dared to slunvmy nose there after 

the many disagreeable things I had written about hi? 
blessed 

" 
order." Now I don't know you at all, yet 

you have lent me your shooting lodge on Black Stairs, 
presumably that from such a 

commanding position 
I may take new and better shots at our Irish prob 
lems, the noblest of which and the best worth powder 
and lead I hold to be the Land Question. 

Again, thanks ; and I hope I shall put your kind 
loan to a good use.?-Ed. 

MACKEY'S SEEDS. 
BEST FOR GARDEN AND FA11M 

Purity and Germination the Highest. Price the most 
moderate. Catalogu?! free on 

application. Sir James W. 

Mackey, Limited, 23, Upper Sack ri?V street, Dublin. 
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